
             
  

 

 

 

 

	 	 	 	
 
  
 
 
        

        When the ancient catacombs under the city of Roma were first 
excavated, archaeologists found amid the inscriptions and surviving graffiti 
the recurring initials “NF – F – NS – NC”. Whatever these letters meant had 
apparently been so well known to the Romans that they never bothered to 
spell them out. For a long time, scholars were unable to decipher the 
message. 

 Then one day the fully written message was discovered. The initials 
stood for: “non fui – fui – non sum – non curo” or “I was not – I was – I am 
not – I care not.” Once I did not exist, then one day I did, one day I will not 
be here, and I don’t care. Evidently these words summed up the ancient 
Romans’ belief with regards to any kind of personal immortality. 

 Thank God we Christians have infinitely more to anticipate beyond 
death! Jesus’ death and resurrection have made it possible for us to bear 
our trials and carry our crosses in life, knowing that it all has meaning and 
purpose in light of the hereafter. “If it is for only this life that we have hoped 
for in Christ,” Paul writes, “we are of all people most to be pitied, but in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits (the first evidence of 
the resurrection) of those who have died” (1 Cor. 15.19-20). 

 Often at this time of year someone asks how our Easter holiday 
originated. Some historians point to Acts 12:4 in the King James Version 
where the word “Easter” is used. It is translated from the Greek word 
“Pascha” and is generally translated “Passover” in newer biblical 
translations. 
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 There is a weekly celebration, but no annual celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection in the New Testament. Jewish Christians linked it with the 
Passover and so observed it on the 14th day of Nisan (March/April) 
regardless of the day of the week. Gentile believers later celebrated the 
annual resurrection on the Lord’s Day or Sunday. 

 In the year 325 at the Council of Nicaea, it was decided that Easter 
should be observed on the first Sunday after the first full moon following the 
Spring equinox (approximately March 21). This is still our method of 
determining Easter which will always fall between March 22 and April 25. 
The name “Easter” comes from “Eoster,” an Anglo-Saxon goddess of 
Spring whose pagan holiday fell during that time of year.  From her holiday 
we get many of our Easter traditions – bunnies, eggs, new clothes, 
decorating baskets, etc. 

 The most important thing about Easter Sunday for us is – are you 
really in Christ? Are you living daily for Jesus? If we say we believe, then 
our lives will show it. This is not done by worshipping only on special days. 
See you in church! 

       Pastor Dave  

   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To My All Saints Family: 
Thank you for all the prayers, 
support and cards I received 

during the time Ron was in the 
hospital and after his passing.  I 

deeply appreciated your 
thoughtfulness.  Love you all. 

God's Blessings, 
Louise 

News from Good Shepherd in North Boston 

Good Shepherd’s ladies group is having a Yard 
Sale May 16 &17, if anyone has items they 
might want to donate please send Jocelyn Rola 
an email for a drop off time at 
jdhrx2@gmail.com or call Good Shepherd at 
716-649-7218 and leave a message to        
someone to get back to you. 

mailto:jdhrx2@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   

The members of All Saints Family 
have prayed for the following people 
for the last 30 days.  Please continue 
to keep them in your prayers. 
 

� Family of Neline Rizzo 
� Barb Winship 
� Family of Zachary Golley 
� Bruce 
� Joe 
� Andrew 
� Michael  

 
 

!

!

I wish to thank everyone for the 
prayers, cards, and good 
wishes sent during my recent 
surgery and recovery. The 
outpouring of love from All 
Saints was amazing.  Amazing 
grace. Thank you again.              

                   Barbara Kurasch 

If you have any of these bulbs please 
bring them in for Barbara Kurasch. 

Do you have a Thrivent Life 
Insurance Policy or other 
Thrivent financial product? 
 
If so ... Choice Dollars 
distribution is available 
January -March 31st or 
quarterly. Please consider 
directing Thrivent’s charitable 
outreach funds to All Saints! 
 



Worship Notes  

Midweek Lenten Series: Luther’s Catechisms 

Early in its history the Lenten season became a time of education in the 
basics of the Christian faith for new converts seeking baptism at the Easter 
Vigil. Martin Luther encouraged preaching on the catechisms, especially 
during Lent. Using the catechisms as a basis for our midweek Lenten 
worship provides an opportunity to revisit some of the basic teachings of 
the Christian community. 

All our midweek services begin at 7:00 pm with a time of fellowship 
afterwards. 

 

Week 5 (Apr. 2 – First) 

  Holy Baptism 

Week 6 (Apr. 9 – All Saints) 

  The Lord’s Supper 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

� Palm Sunday/ Sunday of the Passion April 13 
9:15 am Worship at First with Palms 
11:00 am Worship at All Saints with Palms 
 

� Maundy Thursday April 17 
7:00 pm Worship with Communion – First 
 

� Good Friday April 18 
7:00 pm Tenebrae Service – All Saints 
A service of lessons and hymns with gathering darkness. 
 

� Easter Sunday April 20 
9:15 am Festival Worship at First 
11: 00 am Festival Worship at All Saints 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scholarship News 

The Tina and Dana Dueringer  

Scholarship and Memorial Fund has monies 
available for the 2025-2026 school year. 

Recipients shall be active members of All Saints 
Lutheran Church or related in some way to the 
ministry of the congregation, complete high 
school this year and be registered to attend a 
college or graduate school in a degree program 
for the next semester. 

All interested candidates may pick up an 
application on the table in the church narthex. 

 

The Tina and Dana Dueringer Scholarship and 
Memorial Fund was established by family and 
friends of Tina and Dana Dueringer as a lasting 
memorial with the purpose of honoring our Lord  
and Savior, Jesus Christ by assisting young people 
embarking on a career, with Scholarship aid. 

Applications must be turned in by May 11, 2025 
       
                            Bev Zier, Chairperson 

 



                           Transforming All Saints 

Updates on the changes coming in 2025 

On Sunday, 30 March, both Church Councils from All Saints and First will meet with Rev. Jeremiah Smith, 
Dean of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod, to discuss the upcoming 
changes for both congregations.  

Meanwhile, we are working to compile and refine the following documents, which must be in order 
before we invite a new pastor.  

• The All Saints Constitution has been updated and assessed by Synod. Once we receive final 
approval, copies of the constitution and a study guide will be available for review by the 
congregation.  We hope to put the revised constitution to vote on 4 May 2025. 

• An updated Policy Manual provides an overview of the practices and customs that determine 
the operation of All Saints.	 

• A Resource Book details how things are done within the church, from ordering communion 
wafers to tending to the gas well. 

• The Ministry Site Profile (MSP) will provide a snapshot of All Saints, including our missions, 
ministry, aspirations, and resources and will be important in attracting a new minister.  Work on 
this document has not yet begun. 

• If you can help with these documents, please contact Barbara Kurasch. 

Council Highlights 
March 2025 

• In honor of Ron Peter’s work on the board, a $100 donation was received from St John’s Lutheran 
home for Children, in support of our youth program. A motion was made to send the contribution to 
Ryan Lotocki for use in his work with WNY youth. 

• Preparations for the Pastor Menz’s last service are being made in conjunction with First Lutheran of 
Blasdell.  One joint service here at All Saints has been proposed. 

• Extreme and prolonged cold caused part of the gas well to freeze up and left us without gas for five 
days. The well has been repaired but the regulator will need to be replaced this summer.  A motion 
was made to approve that expense. 

• Volunteers from All Saints and other of our SECC churches will be building beds for Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace on Saturday, 15 March.  Extremely generous donations of both cash and bed linens have been 
received from All Saints and our sister churches.   

• Final revisions to accommodate comments from Synod were made to the constitution and approved. 
Plans are being made to present the revised constitution to the congregation. Final review and voting 
are tentatively scheduled for 4 May 2025.  

• The South Erie County Collaborative (SECC) is still meeting to plan events and cooperation between 
the four churches.  The future of the SECC Steering Committee is uncertain at this time. Council 
encouraged All Saint’s Steering Committee members to proceed with the research and 
documentation required in support of our Ministry Site Profile (MSP). 

• Annual Reports are due to Barbara Kurasch by April 1, 2025. 

• The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for May 18, 2025.



 

 

FINANCE REPORT     FEBRUARY 2025  
BANK BALANCES     
    CHECKING ACCOUNT  $      1,140.58   
  SAVINGS ACCOUNT  $      2,353.79   
  TOTAL   $      3,494.37   

 
MONTHLY 
ACTIVITY    

   ACTUAL  1/12 BUDGET  DIFFERENCE 
CURRENT RECEIPTS   $       6,796.00   $   12,793.00   $     (5,997.00) 
SPECIAL GIFTS      
CURRENT EXPENDITURES  $       9,966.00   $   12,793.00   $     (2,827.00) 
      
DIFFERENCE    $     (3,170.00)  $                  -     $     (3,170.00) 
      
 YEAR TO DATE    
CURRENT RECEIPTS   $     14,521.00   $   25,586.00   $   (11,065.00) 
SPECIAL BUDGET GIFTS     
CURRENT EXPENDITURES  $     21,569.00   $   25,586.00   $     (4,017.00) 
      
DIFFERENCE    $     (7,048.00)  $                  -     $     (7,048.00) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule of Volunteers 
April 2025 

If you cannot serve at your scheduled time, please arrange for a substitute. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

April		Birthdays	

Carol	Goodberry	 	 4/3	
Emily	Lotocki	 	 4/4	
Rev.	Paul	Mertzlufft	 4/5	
Lana	Pavlik		 	 4/7	
Livia	Walbridge	 	 4/8	
Leslie	Carr	 	 	 4/9	
Madisyn	Pavlik	 	 4/13	
Landon	Blette	 	 4/16	
Ronald	Heintz	 	 4/19	
Jonathan	Fabian	 	 4/28	
Pat	Chambers	 	 4/28	
Eryn	Gawlak	 	 4/30	
	
 

April		Anniversaries	

Laura	&	Robert	Kaiser	 4/16/93	
Lois	&	John	Stutzman	 4/11/90	
	 	 	 	
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the May 
 Newsletter is April 15th. 

Please have all articles in by this time. 
Thank You! Send to Beth Cheney  

@  bwc143@verizon.net 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations collected from the four churches for Sleep In Heavenly Peace 

All Saints Lutheran, First Lutheran in  

Blasdell, Grace Lutheran, Good Shepherd 

Sheet Sets   51 

Quilts    33 

Mattress Covers  14 

Pillows   31 

Blankets   10 

Pillow Cases   12 

Throw   6 

The volunteers were able to make parts  

For 25 beds.  We also collected $450 to 

Donate to the cost of two more bed  

supplies.  Great job everyone!! 
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